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Lakewood Publ ic  Schools 

The Lakewood Preschool 

Program serves more than 

370 regular, special educa-

tion and limited English 

three and four year old chil-

dren at three sites in Lake-

wood. Its focus is on family 

involvement, language and 

literacy development, love 

of school and learning, and 

making certain that every 

child is ready for the rigors 

of school and has the skills 

and knowledge necessary to 

succeed.  

The Program uses the state-

approved and proven Suc-

cess for All Foundation cur-

riculum, Curiosity Corner, 

which integrates thirty-eight 

weekly themes (e.g., fami-

lies, bread, opposites and 

spring), engages students, 

promotes curiosity and pro-

vides a dynamic learning 

environment.   

Literacy and print rich in-

struction, activities and en-

vironments prepare young-

sters for kindergarten; make 

high interest books avail-

able; and provide language 

based activity centers that 

promote choice and skills 

development, and focus on 

the emotional, social and 

physical needs of the stu-

dents. 

2010-11Registration is in 

June 2010. 
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Transportation 
Moving 20,000+ Daily 

 

The Lakewood School Dis-

trict transports about 19,712 

students to eight public and 

seventy-two non-public 

schools and 557 children to 

special learning facilities 

every day as required by 

law. 

The current cost per child is 

$647 as compared to the 

state average of $844, a 

difference of $237. 

To ensure the safety of its 

students Lakewood trans-

ports 8,568 youngsters be-

cause they live in areas 

identified as hazardous as 

determined by statute and 

code and in accord with the 

recommendations of the 

Lakewood Police Depart-

ment. 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 
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N EWSLETTER 

A  M E S S A G E F R O M  T H E  SU P E R I N T E N D E N T  
L Y D I A  RO S E SI L V A  

It is indeed our moral 

responsibility as a society 

to work diligently to en-

sure that all students are 

provided with an educa-

tion that will enable them 

to become productive 

members of the twenty-

first century. As the 

newly appointed Superin-

tendent of the Lakewood 

Schools, I take this re-

sponsibility very seri-

ously and will work tire-

lessly with building prin-

cipals, assistant princi-

pals, directors, supervi-

sors, support staff, teach-

ers, and parents to create 

an educational system 

that offers its students the 

best education anywhere 

and will make its citizens 

proud of its schools. 

Reading aloud to preschool children 
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Lakewood teachers and ad-

ministrators want all of their 

students to be ready for col-

lege when they graduate 

from high school. That is 

why teachers have begun to 

use a curriculum frame-

work. It helps them to im-

prove their teaching and 

their students learning. It 

prepares students for col-

lege. It gives youngsters the 

ability to access complex 

knowledge needed to meet 

state and college-

ready standards.  

The key instructional 

strategies include 

students working 

together in groups, 

writing to learn, 

questioning, scaf-

folding, classroom 

talk, and literacy 

groups.  

Students think critically, 

work together in groups, 

challenge themselves, write 

essays in all subjects, learn 

from teachersô  and each 

othersô questions, listen 

carefully, make connections 

between what they learned 

before and what they are 

learning now, read challeng-

ing material in all subject 

areas, learn to listen care-

fully, think before speaking, 

become comfortable speak-

ing in front of others, and 

rely on one another for their 

learning rather than just the 

teacher. 

cess, Rosetta Stone (an in-

teractive language learning 

s o f t w a r e 

program that 

teaches Eng-

lish through 

i m me r s i o n 

rather than 

t rans la t ion 

and memori-

zation drills), 

and advice 

on meeting 

Parental involvement is the 

key to the success of stu-

dents in school. With this in 

mind, Lakewood Public 

Schools Office of Title I has 

organized Parent Resource 

Centers in all elementary 

and middle schools. 

Each parent center is open 

during and after the school 

day and makes available to 

parents a resource library,  

computer with Internet ac-

their childrenôs learning 

needs. 

Parent activities 

include get to-

gether, Family 

Fun Nights, con-

certs, language 

arts and math 

workshops, and 

tips on helping  

with homework.  
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B U S I N E S S O F F I C E - E F F I C I E N C Y  &  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  

COMMON  I NSTRUCTIONAL  
FRAMEWORKS 

PA R E N T  CE N T E R S  I N  T H E  SC H O O L S  
H E L P I N G  PA R E N T S  H E L P  T H E I R  CH I L D R E N  

Efficiency and accountabil-

ity saw a significant im-

provement. In-house payroll 

processing replaced the use 

of an outside service, result-

ing in a savings of  $50,000. 

Shared services resulted in 

significant savings for elec-

tricity and natural gas, trans-

portation, instructional sup-

plies, time and material con-

tractors, fuel, and medical 

and prescription drug insur-

ance. 

Per pupil costs were below 

state average for 2008-

2009. Lakewoodôs overall 

cost was  $12,726 as com-

pared to the stateôs $13,539 

and its administrative cost 

was $1,314 as compared to 

the stateôs $1,430. 

The audit of June 30, 2009, 

was a huge success. The 

ñunqualified audit,ò the 

highest rating possible, 

found a surplus of 

$1,274,677 compared to a 

surplus of $7,316 on June 

30, 2008. Surplus funds will 

be used in 2010-2011 to 

reduce the local property tax 

increase.  

What research says about 
parent involvement in 
childrenõs education and 
academic achievement 

 

The earlier in a childõs 
educational process parent 
involvement begins, the 
more powerful the effects. 

The most effective forms of 
parent involvement are those 
that engage parents in 
working directly with their 
children on learning activities 
at home. 

Although most parents do 
not know how to help their 
children with their education, 
with guidance and support, 
they can become increasingly 
involved in home learning 
activities and find themselves 
with opportunities to teach 
and guide their children. 

When schools encourage and 
give parents the tools to 
practice reading at home with 
their children, the youngsters 
make significant gains in 
r e a d i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t 
compared to those who only 
practice at school. 

Most students at all levelsñ
elementary, middle and high 
schoolñwant their families 
to be more knowledgeable 
partners about schooling and 
willing to take active roles in 
assisting communications 
between home and school. 

A literacy rich classroom 
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Parent involvement, the key to 
the success of all students. 
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Newslet ter 

The School to Work Pro-

gram, a collaborative effort 

between the Lakewood 

Board of Education and 

Aramark (the district's fa-

cilities management com-

pany), targets high school 

students with special needs 

in an effort to prepare them 

for competitive employ-

ment.   

The Program provides real, 

work-related opportunities 

to participants; guides them 

through the  job application 

process; and teaches such 

essential job skills as getting 

to work on time, working 

hard, following direc-

tions, getting along and 

working with others; 

completing paperwork; 

and following directions.   

There are currently six-

teen students with a wide 

range of abilities in the 

program. All have the 

opportunity to select job 

sites and such assign-

ments as custodial, build-

ing and grounds, clerical 

or secretarial. 

Students work in teams for 

one hour during a portion of 

the school day or after 

school. They earn five elec-

tive credits and get paid the 

minimum wage. 

The result is self-esteem, 

bankable work skills, and a 

hopeful future. 

President of the 

New Jersey 

Coalition for 

Inclusive Edu-

cation and 

members of the 

New Jersey 

Council on 

Developmental 

Disabilities, on 

February 25, 

2010, for an on-site visit and 

the chance to share our experi-

ences, successes, and chal-

Since 2002, the Lakewood 

Public Schools has been 

awarded three grants to in-

crease participation of students 

with disabilities in general 

education programs. NJDOE 

Office of Special Education 

Inclusive Schoolsô Network 

selected Lakewood to partici-

pate in the Quality Indicators 

for Effective Education Project.  

Lakewood Middle School is 

currently piloting the indicators 

and will welcome Paula Leib, 

lenges in using 

the Quality Indi-

cators to provide 

inclusive educa-

tion for our stu-

dents with dis-

abilities. 

Lakewood will co

-spon so r  th e 

NJCIEôs Annual 

Summer Inclusion 

Conference with Georgian Court 

University on June 30 and July 1. 

Page 3 

E D U C A TI O N  BE YO N D  H I G H  SC H OO L  

SCHOOL  TO  WORK  
PL A N N I N G  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E  

I N C L U S I O N  
A   RE A L I T Y  I N  L A K E W O O D  SC H O O L S  

portunities if they are to 

experience success.  

With this in mind, Lake-

wood Child Study Team 

members and guidance 

counselors are working to-

gether with the Regional 

Learning Centers to encour-

age and give classified stu-

dents the opportunity to 

attend college fairs, ask 

questions, and obtain criti-

cal information. To date, 

fifteen have visited Farleigh 

Dickinson University; 

twelve have visited Jersey 

City State University; and 

others plan to visit Brook-

dale Community College in 

the spring 

More and more high school 

students with disabilities are 

planning to continue their 

education in postsecondary 

schools, including voca-

tional and career schools, 

two- and four- year col-

leges, and universities. It is 

important that they be in-

formed about available op-

The Council for 
Exceptional Children 
states: 

 

All individuals have the right 
to an education. All 
individuals have the ability 
to learn and attain self-
fulfillment.  

Of great importance is 
equitable access to and 
meaningful participation in 
q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n a l 
opportunities for individuals 
with exceptionalities, in the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f 
preventative programs and 
services for children deemed 
to be at risk, in the 
opportunity for lifelong 
education for all individuals 
with exceptionalities. 

Full participation of 
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h 
exceptionalities enriches all 
communities.  

Education is a collaborative 
effort among learners, 
e d u c a t o r s ,  f a m i l i e s , 
communities, government, 
businesses, and industries. 

Qualified professionals are 
essential to meeting the 
diverse educational needs of 
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h 
exceptionalities. 

Lakewood School-to-Work students with 
Aramark mentors 

Being and working together 
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The A.C.E. Academy pro-

vides students with the 

chance to reach their full 

potential and to develop 

behaviors and academic 

skills that will prepare them 

to return to the regular 

school ready, willing and 

able to graduate on time. 

The goal is achieved 

through a point-based be-

havior modification system 

and a common instructional 

framework that parallels 

that found in the 

home school. 

Ongoing structure, 

reinforcement and 

support are important 

elements of the pro-

gram. Assessment of 

behavior  occurs 

throughout the school 

day. Students are con-

tinually made aware 

of their progress through 

teacher feedback and the 

use of point tallies, bulletin 

boards, and charts. Conse-

quences are fair and consis-

tent. Rewards are meaning-

ful. 

Giving them the opportunity 

to develop academic, voca-

tional, and personal skills 

help A.C.E. students envi-

sion a path towards a better 

life. The new outlook on the 

future comes from working 

with teachers who genuinely 

care about, challenge, de-

mand much, and allow them 

to pursue their dreams. 

them as they perform hands-

on investigation and scien-

tific inquiry. 

Pupi ls  ask 

questions, con-

duct experi-

ments, and 

examine the 

natural world.  

Well main-

tained science 

labs are sense-

Science activities in the 

early grades are the founda-

tion for student understand-

ing in the subject, and lab 

experiments, not just read-

ing textbooks, is at the heart 

of science instruction in the 

Lakewood elementary 

schools.  

Students are scheduled into 

the lab once a week where 

the science specialist guides 

making enterprises for stu-

dents to interact directly with 

the natural and 

physical world. 

Students also go 

beyond the lab 

and out into the 

field to interact 

directly with 

natural phenom-

ena and to 

gather raw data. 
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CR E D I T  RE C O V E R Y  
A  RE A L  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  G R A D U A T E  O N  T I M E  

T HE  A.C .E.  ACADEMY  
H E L P I N G  ST U D E N T S  SU C C E E D  

I N Q U I RY  B A S E D  SC I E N C E  
F I R S T  H A N D  E X P L O R A T I O N  O F  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T  

Accelerated learning is 

grounded in high standards; 

keeps students active, re-

sponsible, and involved 

with other students; gives 

pupils personal attention 

and support from teachers 

and counselors; and in-

volves them in activities 

that engage them in depth.  

Using the technology of 

Apex Learning Systems, 

LHS provides ñbest op-

tionsò to its struggling stu-

dents, reaches underserved 

students, helps pupils over-

come negative influences, 

and keeps at-risk students in 

school and ready to gradu-

ate in four years. 

Lakewood High School is 

determined to do what 

needs to be done to ensure 

that all students graduate 

from high school. There are 

times when students fall 

behind and need accelerated 

learningðor credit recov-

eryðto make graduation a 

reality. 

The National Council of 

Teachers of Mathematics  

states: 

In this changing world, those 

who understand and can do 

mathematics will have 

signif icant ly enhanced 

opportunities and options for 

shaping their futures. 

Mathematical competence 

opens doors to productive 

f u tu res .  A  l ack  o f 

mathematical competence 

keeps those doors closed. 

The National Council of 

Teachers of Mathematics 

(NCTM) challenges the 

notion that mathematics is 

for only the select few. On 

the contrary, everyone needs 

to understand mathematics. 

All students should have the 

opportunity and the support 

necessary to learn significant 

mathematics with depth and 

understanding. There is no 

conflict between equity and 

excellence. 

The National Science 
Teachers Association 
states: 
 
Inquiry science must be a 
basic in the daily curriculum 
at every grade level. Students 
learn best when they are 
involved in first-hand 
exploration and investigation 
and inquiry/process skills are 
nurtured; instruction builds 
on the studentõs conceptual 
framework; mathematics and 
communications skills are an 
integral part of instruction; 
and the learning environment 
fosters positive attitudes 
toward self and society, as 
well as science. 
 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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Kindergartners categorizing in 
the science lab. 

A.C.E. students can and do succeed in an 
environment tailored to their needs. 


